
morial Museum and he presented a pro-
gram about the Oldest Museum in Richland 
County Founded in 1889.   He presented a 
PowerPoint account and discussed the ex-
hibits in the museum including information 
of the original “Elektro” the world’s first 
true robot that could walk by voice com-
mand which was built in Mansfield, OH 
between 1937 and 1939 at the Westing-
house Appliance Division Plant. 
   
Any interested applicants for the 2008 in-
duction are encouraged to complete the 
application by August 31, 2008 and the 
applications are available at the Ashland 
County Genealogical Society at the Ash-
land Public Library.  Applicants need not 
be members of the ACCOGS to apply.  The 
cost is $10. 
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New members were inducted into the First Fami-
lies of Ashland County for 2007 at the November 
banquet by the Ashland County Chapter of the 
Ohio Genealogical Society at Celebrations by 
Sallie. 
  
Requirements for induction into the First Families 
include proving the applicant’s ancestors were 
living in Ashland County prior to 1850, and there 
is a direct lineage from the ancestor to the appli-
cant. 
  
Inductees for the 2007-year are Deanna Apple-
gate,  Marleen Renee Applegate, Shirley Fulk 
Boyd and Thomas Carl Maples of  Ashland and 
John H. Hutchison, Jr., of Homerville.  Following 
the inductee ceremony Joan McKinley installed 
the club officers for the 2008 year.  The program 
was Scott Schaut, Director of the Mansfield Me-

 

Jack Hutchison, Shirley Boyd, Deanna Applegate, Marleen Applegate 



1836, married Miss Catharine Snyder, of 
Washington county, Pa., in 1840.  He was 
the father of nine children.  Died Oct. 10, 
1886, aged 72 years, 9 months and 4 days. 
   Thomas Metcalf, son of John and Mary 
Metcalf, was born in Mohecan township (on 
the Leach farm) moved to Lake township 
when about three years old, remained there 
the greater part of his life, but died in Green 
township, Aug. 4, 1886, aged 61 years, 3 
months and 24 days, had been married three 
times and was the father of nine children. 
   Mrs. Jemima Gladden, whose maiden 
name was Jennings, was born in Jefferson 
county, O., in 1809, and came to this county 
in 1826, died on Friday, Feb. 11, 1887, aged 
about 78 years. 
   Wm. Woodhull was born Nov. 4, 1827, 
in the state of New Jersey, came to Green 
township when about 10 years of age, died 
in Oct. 1886, aged 59 years. 
   Mrs. Susan Smurr was born in Stark 
county, O., Aug. 31, 1818, came to Perrys-
ville when quite young, and died Mar. 12, 
1887, aged 69 years. 
   Wm. D. Ewalt was born near Pittsburgh, 
Pa., Jan. 26, 1813, came to Ashland county 
in 1823, and to Green township in 1842, 
and died May 5, 1887, aged 74 years, 3 
months and 2 days. 
   Asa Butter died in Perrysville on Satur-
day, the 28th day of May 1887, aged 64 
years and 28 days.  He was born in Knox 
county, O., April 30, 1823, but had lived in 
Ashland county many years. 
   Shedrick Brown was born in Piqua 
county, O., in 1803, came within the present 
limits of Ashland county in 1820, and died 
Sept. 18, 1886, aged 83 years. 
   Wm. McManis, born in Franklin county, 
Pa., Feb. 20, 1817, came to Green township 
in 1843, and died, Oct. 15, 1886; aged 68 
years, 7 months and 25 days. 
   James Hunter was born in Pennsylvania, 
Oct. 26, 1806, came to Green township in 
1818, died Dec. 22, 1886, aged 80 years, 1 
month and 29 days. 
   Elizabeth A., nee Ward, Sheehand was 
born in Virginia, Jan 1, 1820, and came to 
Green township about the year 1839.  Died, 
Mar. 4, 1887, aged 67 years, 2 months and 
3 days. 
   Mrs. Charity (Turner) Gorham , daugh-
ter of Judge Turner, was born in Waltsfield, 
Vermont, Nov. 18, 1811, and came to Per-
rysville in the spring of 1813, where she 
had remained until the time of her death, 
which took place June 15, 1887, aged 75 
years, 6 months and 12 days.  If comment is 
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Ashland Gazette, Ashland, Ohio, Wednesday, 
September 7, 1887, page 1, column 5. 
 

PIONEER SOCIETY 
Obituary or Necrology Report for 1887. 
A List of the Names of the Pioneers who have 
Died since our last Annual Meeting, Held on 
Friday August 17th, 1886, with a few others 
who had not been reported the previous year. 
Report by Townships 
 

MIFFLIN TOWNSHIP 
   Mrs. Barbara Swoveland was born in Ger-
many March 20th, 1802, came to America when 
about 12 years of age, or some 72 years ago, 
died December 22nd 1886.  Aged 84 years and 
9 months. 
   Josiah Van Dyke was born in Westmoreland 
Co., Pa. Dec 7th 1830 came to Ashland County, 
in 1868, died at his home on Saturday morning 
March 5th 1887 aged 56 years 2 months and 28 
days. 
   Emanuel Burns died on Thursday July 7th 
1887, nearly 65 years of age. 
   Reuben Markley died on Wednesday, May 
11th, 1887, aged 53 years. 
   Mrs. Margaret Baker died in Mifflin town-
ship. 
   Levi Lambright was born in Maryland Janu-
ary 5th 1810, came to Mifflin township when 
about 2 years old or in the spring of 1812.  He 
died in Lucas, Richland County May 3d 1887 
(having lived there but a short time) his age was 
77 years 3 months and 28 days, was buried in 
the Mt. Zion Cemetery had been twice married 
and raised two large families. 
 

GREEN TOWNSHIP 
   Jane S., nee Enos, Griffith, wife of Dr. Grif-
fith, was born in Mifflin township, Ashland 
County, O., in 1825 came into Green Township 
in 1849, and died in Perrysville Dec. 25, 1886, 
aged 61 years. 
   John Crisswell, son of John and Nancy Hood 
Crisswell, was born in Chester county, Pa., Jan. 
6, 1814.  Came to Ashland county in the fall of 

Seeking information on William 
MOWRY who married 28 Jun 1849 at 
Ashland to Matilda SIGLER. He is a 
blacksmith in the 1860 census of Reeds-
burg, Wayne County, Ohio, with his 
wife and four children. They remove to 
Williams County by 1870. When pur-
chasing land there, he resumed the origi-
nal MAURER spelling of the surname. I 
am hoping to locate the names of his 
parents. Submitted by Louise (Mathews) 
Harris, PO Box 184, Jameson MO 
64647-0814. 
 
Anna Maria BAUER was born in 1809 
in Manheim, Germany, baptized Lu-
theran. She married John HARTMANN, 
Mennonite, in 1836 in Richland Co OH. 
Any ideas about her family appreciated. 
Submitted by Maxine H. Smith, 876 
Arlington Ave., Mansfield OH 44903-
7020; phone 419-524-8407; 
Maxine.H.Smith@gmail.com 
 
Need documentation for Gurdon 
HAZEN or HAYSON, died Green Twp., 
about 1823, buried in Old Synagogue 
Churchyard south of Hayesville. The 
stone is missing – only the sandstone 
base remains next to his daughter’s 
McQUILLINS family burials in the back 
row of the cemetery. Submitted by Marji 
Hazen, 723 Hickory Ct., Ashland OH 
44805; phone 419-282-4277; 
mhazen@zoominternet.net 
 
Seeking information relative to Peter and 
Julianna SMITH and the Meng Ceme-
tery. Submitted by Jeffrey E. McCann, 
1335 Lane 280 Hamilton Lake, Hamil-
ton IN 46742; phone 260-488-2414; 
Jmccann_46742@yahoo.com 
 
Interested in anyone researching the 
Noah KEISTER (ca. 1820-1890) family 
of the Perrysville area; also interesting in 
anyone researching the Jacob WOLF 
(died about 1819) family of Lake Town-
ship. Submitted by Michael D. Lacopo 
DVM, 10525 Red Pine Drive, Granger 
IN 46530-7529; phone 574-271-0757; 
Info@Roots4u.com 

Queries 

Get One Friend to Join the Ashland County Chapter OGS Today and Support Our Cause  

Ashland County Necrology for 1887 
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allowed, she was an intelligent, smart old 
lady. 
 

HANOVER TOWNSHIP 
   Deacon A. A. Taylor was born at Loudon-
ville, Dec. 24, 1826, and when but six weeks 
old his parents moved to Tennessee, but re-
turned in 1834, and he has resided there ever 
since.  He died in Castleton, Dakota, Sept. 10, 
1886, aged about 60 years.  He was brought 
back and buried at Loudonville. 
   Hon. John W. Bull was born at Loudon-
ville, Aug. 16, 1821, and died Sept. 23, 1886, 
aged 62 years, 1 month and 7 days. 
   Abel R. Wyman was born in Vermont, 
April 8, 1795, and came to Ashland county a 
number of years ago.  Died in Loudonville, 
Aug. 31, 1886, aged 91 years, 4 months and 
23 days. 
   Frederick Sprang was born in Elsaas, Ger-
many, Jan. 15, 1818, and came to Holmes 
county, O., when about 9 years of age and 
died in Loudonville, March 31, 1887, aged 69 
years, 2 months and 16 days. 
   Wm. Gassett was born in New Jersey on 
Dec. 11, 1810.  Married Miss Dennie 
Jennings, Dec. 24, 1832, moved to Ohio in 
the fall of 1837 and died at his home near 
Loudonville, May 2, 1887, leaving the wife of 
his youth and three daughters to mourn his 
demise.  His age was 76 years, 6 months and 
19 days. 
 

LAKE TOWNSHIP 
   Esther H. Covert was born in Ireland in 
1826, came to America in 1837 and to Ash-
land county in 1842.  Died Jan. 25, 1887, 
aged 61 years. 
   Mrs. Elizabeth Brubaker was born in 
Bedford county, Pa., came to Ashland county 
many years ago, died Mar. 28, 1887, in her 
86th year. 
   Mrs. Lydia Moores, wife of Capt. Moores, 
was born in Lake township, and died June 7, 
1887, aged about 49 years.  Her maiden name 
was Smith. 

 
MOHICAN TOWNSHIP 

   Mrs. Nancy Cooper, whose maiden name 
was Vantilburg, was born in Jefferson county, 
Ohio, Mar. 6, 1800, came to Ashland in 1828; 
had lived in Mohecan township a long time, 
where she also died Dec. 21, 1886, aged 86 
years, 9 months and 15 days. 
   Jacob Swain, Sr., was born in Pennsyl-
vania and came to this county in an early day 
and died near Jeromesville, Feb. 7, 1887, 
aged 85 years. 
   Wm. Springer Sr., was born in Pennsyl-
vania, and came to this county many years 
ago, died Mar. 9, 1887, aged about 75 years. 
   Eli Zimmerman was born in Finns Valley, 
Pa., in 1804, came to Ohio in 1837, and died 
Dec. 18, 1886, aged 82 years. 

VERMILLION TOWNSHIP 
   Mrs. Rebecca Warner died in Vermillion 
township, June 10, 1886, aged 92 years, 7 
Months and 18 days.  She was born near Mt. 
Pleasant, Pa., and came to Ohio when a girl 
and then to Hayesville in 1857.  Her hus-
band, Alfred Warner died in 1830. 
   Lydia Vangilder was born in Vermillion 
township Sept. 17, 1825, and died Mar. 12, 
1886, aged 60 years 5 months and 25 days. 
   Samuel Haslan was born in Berkeley 
county, Virginia, Sept. 4, 1804, came with 
his parents to Jefferson county, O. when a 
child, came to this county about 48 years 
ago.  Died April 4, 1886, aged 81 years and 
7 months.  Was the father of 11 children, 
had 40 grandchildren and 80 great grand-
children.  He cast his first vote for Andrew 
Jackson. 
   Mrs. Royer died in Vermillion township 
on Mar. 14, 1887.  Age not given. 
   John S. Grabill was born in Bavaria, 
Germany, May 4, 1818, and came to Amer-
ica in the fall of 1833 and spent Christmas 
in Philadelphia and in the winter of 1834 
came with a team to Ashland county.  He 
died near Hayesville Feb 10, 1887, aged 68 
years, 9 months and 6 days. 
   Christian Herschler, Sr., was born in 
Bavaria, Germany, in 1804, on the Rhine.  
Came to Ashland county in 1836, died in 
Vermillion township, Feb. 21, 1887, aged 
83 years, 2 months and 18 days. 
   Mrs. S. Diffendorfer died at Hayesville, 
Mar. 81, 1877, in her 80th year. 
   James Neely, an old pioneer of this 
county, died in Vermillion township, May 
19, 1887, aged 79 years, 8 months and 8 
days.  Had been a citizen of this county 60 
years.  Came in the spring of 1815, was 
born in Fairfield Co. [?], Pa., Sept. 11, 1807. 
   Mrs. Mary Lucas was born in Virginia 
and came to Vermillion township in 1860, 
died in Lucas, Richland county, Mar. 18, 
1887, aged about 72 years. 
   John Echelberger was born in Vermil-
lion township, then Richland, but now Ash-
land county, May 27, 1833, where he lived 
until the time of his death which occurred 
Aug. 2, 1887, aged 54 years, 2 months, and 
5 days. 
  

PERRY TOWNSHIP 
   Mrs. Rachel Harris was born in New 
York City, Oct. 25, 1790; died Sept. 22, 
1886, aged 95 years, 10 months and 27 
days.  Had resided in Perry township over 
45 years. 
   Mrs. Margaret Osborn was born in 
Washington county, Pa., Dec. 22, 1811, and 
came with her parents to Wayne county now 
Ashland, in May 1815 and was married to 
Thomas Osborn, now deceased, Aug 18, 
1831, and died July 15, 1887, aged 75 years, 

7 months and 7 days.  Resided in Perry 
township over 71 years. 
   Rachel Harper was born in Bedford 
county, Pa., July 15, 1801, died Dec. 2, 
1886, aged 85 years, 4 months and 7 days.  
Came to Perry township over 45 years ago. 
   Sarah Brindle died in Perry township 
Aug. 7, 1886, aged 50 years. 
   Mrs. Mary Cline Foss died on Saturday, 
Dec. 25, 1886, aged 59 years. 
   Henry Miller was born in Dauphin 
county, Pa., May 22, 1807; came to Ohio in 
1829.  Died May 3, 1886, aged nearly 79 
years. 
   David Helman was born in Centre 
county, Pa., in 1811; came to Ohio in 1822, 
died Oct. 4, 1886, in Perry township, aged 
75 years and 10 months.  Had been a resi-
dent of the township about 64 years. 
   Sigmond Dunner was born in Winefeldt, 
Canton Durgan, Switzerland, Nov. 17, 
1814, and died in Rowsburg, Mar. 4, 1887, 
aged 72 years, 4 months and 17 days. He 
married Miss Mary Heinrich of his native 
place, in 1848.  They emigrated to America 
and located in Chilicothe, O., and in 1865 
removed to Perry township.  He was the 
father of ten children, 5 boys and 5 girls. 
   Wm. Lash was born in 1804, in New 
Jersey.  Died Aug. 16, 1887, aged 83 years, 
3 months and 10 days.  Had resided in this 
county about 53 years. 
 

(Continued 21 Sep 1887, p. 1, col. 6) 
 

JACKSON TOWNSHIP 
   James McFadden, farmer, was born in 
Westmoreland Co., Pa., on Nov. 28, 1818; 
came to this county in 1858, and died Sept. 
16, 1886, aged 75 years, 9 months and 18 
days. 
   Mrs. Kate Souls, whose maiden name 
was Koonse, was born in Pennsylvania and 
came to Orange township in an early day; 
died in Jackson township in December, 
1886, aged about 75 years. 
   Mrs. Agnes McFadden, daughter of 
Agnes and Philip Smith, was born at Steu-
benville, O., Dec. 25, 1801.  At the age of 
11 years came with her parents to Franklin 
township, Wayne county, and at the age of 
23 she was married to Edward McFadden.  
They lived upwards of 30 years in Jackson 
township, then moved to West Salem, 
where he died in 1881 at the age of 80 
years.  Mrs. McFadden died in Salem on 
Sunday morning, Jan. 9, 1887, aged 85 
years and 14 days.  Her father was in Col. 
Crawford’s expedition against the Indians at 
Upper Sandusky in 1782.  He was wounded 
in his arm but made his escape. 
   Mrs. Nancy Mogle, whose maiden name 
was McFadden and wife of Andrew Mogle, 
was born in Westmoreland county, Pa., 
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April 22, 1820; and died July 3, 1887.  Aged 
67 years, 2 months and 11 days. 
   Charles Hines was born in Bavaria, Ger-
many, Mar. 20, 1815, came to this country 
68 years ago, and to Jackson township 58 
years ago, where he lived until his death, 
which occurred at Polk Aug. 21, 1887, aged 
72, years, 5 months and 1 day. 
  

ORANGE TOWNSHIP 
   Josiah Thomas was born in Somerset 
county, Pa., Mar. 9, 1804; came with his 
parents to Brooke county, Va., when about 
three years old, then to Harrison county, O., 
and in the spring of 1817, came to Mifflin 
township then in Richland but now in Ash-
land county; remained there some 7 years, 
and removed to Orange township where he 
remained till the time of his death, which 
occurred Oct. 15, 1886.  He was aged 82 
years, 7 months and 6 days.  He was presi-
dent of this society for two years, and was at 
our last annual meeting.  It was his last visit 
to Ashland. 
   Johnson J. Welsh was born in Orange 
township, Nov. 15, 1831 and died on 
Wednesday, Oct. 27, 1886, aged 54 years, 
10 months and 12 days. 
   Mrs. Sarah A. Donley was born in Or-
ange township and died in Ashland on Nov. 
21, 1886, aged 62 years, and was buried in 
the Orange cemetery. 
   David Homan was born in Penns Valley, 
Pa., Feb. 15, 1816, came to Ashland in 18??, 
and died Jan 4, 1887, aged 71 years, 10 
months and 19 days.  He was one of the 
number who took part in the threshing proc-
ess at our last annual meeting. 
   John Gordon was born in Washington 
county, Pa., Aug. 25, 1805, and died Mar. 
22, 1887, aged 83 years, 6 months and 24 
days. 
   Mrs. Nancy Bowman, whose maiden 
name was Norris, and wife of M. Bowman, 
was born in Orange township, in 1815 and 
died April 2, 1887, aged 72 years. 
   Sam’l Maxheimer was born in Franklin 
county, Pa., and came here many years ago.  
Died Aug. 26, 1887, aged 82 years, 10 
months and 2 days. 
 

SULLIVAN TOWNSHIP 
   Horace N. Whitcomb was born in Wind-
hall, Vermont, in Feb. 1824.  At the age of 8 
years he came with his parents to Sullivan 
township, where he resided ever since.  In 
1843 he married Jane A. Tomis and was the 
father of four children all living.  He died 
May 18, 1886, aged 62 years and 3 months. 
   Catharine Gire was born in Westmore-
land county, Pa., Nov. 12, 1802; came to 
Wayne county in 1829 and to Sullivan, Ash-
land county in 1845.  Died June 5, 1886, 
aged 83 years 6 months and 12 days. 

Ashland County Necrology 1887 

   Andrew Arndt , born in Lancaster, Pa., 
1810; came to Ashland county about 1842.  
Died July 25, 1887, aged 78 years. 
   Margaret Chandler was born in Tus-
carawas county, O., Aug. 13, 1821; came to 
Sullivan Nov. 8, 1841.  Died July 16, 1887, 
aged 56 years, 11 months and 3 days. 
 

TROY TOWNSHIP 
   Mrs. Elizabeth Schugars died of paralysis, 
Sept. 7, 1886, aged 70 years, 9 months and 1 
day, and was a resident of the county 53 years.  
Her maiden name was Burke.  She was born in 
Pike county [?], Pa., in 1815; came to Ohio in 
1823, was married to Geo. Schugars in 1834, 
and had 12 children. 
   J. D. Rickenbrod was born in Columbiana 
county, O., Mar. 19, 1841, and died in Troy, 
Mar. 31, 1887, aged 46 years and 12 days. 
   Mrs. Eva A. Bowerise, wife of G. W. Bow-
erise was born in Lebanon county, Pa., April 
30, 1821, and emigrated to Savannah with her 
father, Jacob Stober in July, 1836; was married 
in 1844, to Mr. Bowerise of Orange township, 
moved into Troy in 1845 and died there Jan. 
15, 1887, aged 65 years, 7 months and 10 
days.  Was the mother of 9 children and had 
21 grandchildren. 
   George Schukers was born in Berks county, 
Pa., in 1810; emigrated to Ohio in 1820, and 
died in Troy township, Jan. 11, 1885, aged 75 
years. 
 

RUGGLES TOWNSHIP 
   Lydia P. Sturtevant was born in Litchfield 
county, Ct., Oct. 1815; came to Ruggles town-
ship in May, 1826.  Died there on Mar. 12, 
1887, aged 72 years. 
 

CLEARCREEK TOWNSHIP 
   Wm. Kirtton was born in Alvah Parish, 
Bauffshire, Scotland, in 1804; came to this 
county in 1835.  Died Jan. 29, 1887, aged 82 
years. 
   Jacob Gibson was born in York county, Pa. 
in 1797; came to this county in 1836.  Died 
Feb. 11, 1887, aged 90 years. 
   James Gregg was born in Ireland in 1815, 
came to this county in 1829.  Died Feb. 20, 
1887, aged 72 years. 
   Mrs. Mary A. Coleman was born in Orange 
township in 1835, and died Mar. 2, 1887, aged 
51 years, 3 months and 28 days. 
   Margery Lowrie was born in Ireland in 
1804; came to this county in 1881? And died 
July 16, 1887, aged 83 years. 
   Henry Fackler died Tuesday, Mar. 15, 
1887, aged 82 years. 
   Adam Linard was born in Pennsylvania and 
came to this county many years ago.  Died 
April 14, 1867, aged 86 years and 7 months. 

   Anna Mary Rumfield was born in 
Bucks county, Pa., in 1788, came to this 
county in 1834, and died July ??, 1887; 
aged 99 years and 18 days. 
 

MILTON TOWNSHIP 
   Thomas Barton was born in Wayne 
county and came to Ashland county a 
number of years ago, and died in Milton 
township Oct. 18, 1886, aged 58 years, 5 
months and 15 days. 
   John Rebman was born in Germany 
May 13, 1814; came to American in 182?  
First to York county, Pa., then to this 
county in 1844, where he resided until 
about 15 years ago when he moved just 
across the line into Richland county, where 
he died Aug. 25, 1886, (of Lock Jaw) aged 
72 years, 3 months and 12 days. 
   Mrs. Elizabeth Imhoff was born in 
Western Pa.; came with her parents to 
Crawford county, where she was married 
to Peter Imhoff.  Her maiden name was 
Bletcher.  They came to Milton township, 
then Richland county some 50 years ago 
where she remained until her death which 
occurred Dec. 30, 1886, aged 72 years and 
10 days.  She was the mother of ten chil-
dren. 
   Joseph Grosh was born in Lancaster 
county, Pa., Feb. 27, 1804.  Resided there 
34 years, then married Magdalena Greiner, 
Nov. 25, and came to Ohio in the spring of 
1838, nearly 50 years ago.  Died Dec. 1, 
1886, aged 82 years, 8 months and 21 
days.  Was the father of 9 children, had 32 
grandchildren and 2 great grandchildren. 
   Mrs. Rodgers died in Milton township, 
Mar. 21, 1887, aged 76 years. 
   Mrs. Barbara A. Callin (Davis) whose 
maiden name was Matthews, was born in 
Milton township, and died Jan. 7, 1887, 
aged about 66 years. 
   Jacob Kirsh (Cash) died in Milton 
township, April 7, 1887, aged 56 years. 
   Jacob Gephart was born in Lehigh 
county, Pa., Nov. 17, 1798; came to Ash-
land county in Oct., 1881 and settled in 
Milton township in 1836, which home he 
owned at the time of his death.  He was 
killed by the cars at the railroad crossing 
on Cottage street, this place, Sept. 10, 
1886, and was buried Sept. 12, at Troy 
Center.  His age was 87 years, 9, months 
and 23 months. 
   Anna Gebhart was born in Berks 
county, Pa., Sept. 7, 1796, and died in 
Ruggles township, Oct. 9, 1884, aged 88 
years, 1 month and 22 days. 
 



(continued 28 Sep 1887, p. 1, col. 6) 
 

MONTGOMERY TOWNSHIP 
   Mrs. Hannah Irvin was born in Pennsyl-
vania; came to Holmes county and then to 
this county in 1858.  Died Aug. 11, 1886, 
aged 64 years, 3 months and 11 days. 
   Mrs. Louisa Cordelia (Miller) Jones 
was born in Ashland Mar. 20, 1847, and 
died on Thursday the 9th day of Sept., 1886, 
aged about 40 years. 
   Mrs. Susan Strayer was born in Mifflin 
Co., Pa., came with her parents to Ashland 
county and settled on the John Smiley 
place, Perry township, in the fall of 1856.  
Died in North Baltimore, Oct. 5, 1886, aged 
48 years, 11 months and 10 days.  Was 
brought back and buried in the Ashland 
cemetery.  She had been on an extensive 
trip to the west and died on her way home. 
   David S. Buchanan was born in Perry 
township and died in Stausburgh, Neb., Oct. 
2, 1886, aged 44 years, was buried in the 
Ashland cemetery. 
   Rev. Thos. Beer, D. D., was born in 
Northampton county, Pa., Mar. 22, 1801.  
On Oct. 8, 1858, he married Miss Margaret 
Cameron.  Was licensed to preach in 1830, 
and came to Wayne county the same year 
and had charge of four congregations and so 
continued many years.  Died in Ashland 
Oct. 7, 1886, aged 85 years, 6 months and 
15 days. 
   Mrs. Rebecca Frazee was born in Alle-
gheny county, Md.; came to Ashland over 
20 years ago and died Oct. 28, 1886, aged 
70 years. 
   George Moherman was killed by a train 
of cars on the crossing of the Ashland and 
Mansfield road on Saturday, Dec. 4, 1886, 
aged about 40 years. 
   John Henry McCuen was born in this 
township and died Sept. 4, 1886, of Lock-
jaw, aged about 40 years. 
   Valentine Schuck died Nov. 9, 1886, 
aged 76 years. 
   Isaac Gates was born near Hillsborough, 
Washington county, Pa., Sept. 15, 1815, 
came to this county in 1880 and died of 
paralysis Dec. 22, 1886, aged 71 years, 3 
months and 7 days.  He was the father of 10 
children and 14 grandchildren. 
   Levi McCauley was born in Pennsyl-
vania Mar. 31, 1819; came with his father’s 
family to Ashland county in 1837.  He was 
in Illinois 8 years but came back to Ashland 
in 1852.  Died Sept. 15, 1885, aged 66 
years, 4 months and 15 days, was buried in 
the Ashland cemetery Sept. 17. 
   Mrs. Sarah Hillburn McClain was born 
in Milton township, this county, April 25, 
1823, and died in Marion, Ind., Dec. 20, 
1886, aged 68 years, 7 months and 25 days. 
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   Peter Zimmerman was born in Habach, 
Bavaria, Germany, and came to America in 
1832 and lived near Ashland many years.  
He died Jan. 4, 1887, aged about 87 years. 
   Mrs. Dora (Zapp) Simmerman was born 
in Bavaria, Germany and came to this coun-
try many years ago.  Died near Ashland Jan. 
11, 1887, aged 75 years, 1 month and 17 
days. 
   Mrs. Elizabeth (Mowdy) Springer, wife 
of Henry Springer was born in Bedford 
county, Pa., and came to Ohio when quite 
young and lived as a servant girl with Rich-
ard Hargrave of Jeromeville.  She was mar-
ried to Henry Springer and lived here until 
15 years ago when she went to VanWert 
where she died in June 1886, aged about 85 
years.  She was the mother of 9 children. 
   John R. Squires was born on his father’s 
farm on the banks of Lake George, Ver-
mont, and came to Ashland in 1841.  Was 
engaged here in dry goods and drug busi-
ness for many years, then removed to 
Springfield, O., where he died Aug. 17, 
1886, aged 73 years.  His remains were 
brought back to Ashland Jan. 28, 1887, and 
re-buried in the Ashland cemetery.  He was 
married to Miss Maria Poe, daughter of 
Elder Adam Poe, on Sept. 15, 1852, but left 
no living children. 
   Dr. J. M. Diller was born in North Mid-
dleton township Cumberland county, Pa., in 
1827.  Came to Ashland in 1853, practiced 
medicine successfully for a number of 
years, and died Thursday night Mar. 3, 
1887, aged about 60 years.  His funeral was 
preached by Rev. Haithcox. 
   Mrs. Eliza Slocum Carter, daughter of 
Elias and Anner Slocum and wife of Daniel 
Carter, was born in Pinckney township, 
Lewis county, New York, May 9, 1811 and 
came with her parents to Uniontown, now 
Ashland, when at the age of 18 years and on 
May 28, 1829 was married to Daniel Carter 
and had resided in the township ever since, 
and for the last 20 years in the town of Ash-
land where she died, Jan. 23, 1887, aged 75 
years, 8 months and 14 days.  A funeral 
discourse was preached here by Rev. D. B. 
Duncan, after which her remains were taken 
to Cleveland where a second funeral dis-
course was preached by Rev. John Robin-
son, D. D. formerly of this place, whose 
remarks were highly appreciated by Mr. 
Carter.  She was then buried in Lakeview 
cemetery, Cleveland, O. 
   Mrs. Barbara Ann Swigart , whose 
maiden name was Young, and wife of John 
Swigart, was born in Pennsylvania in 1798.  
Came with her father Jacob Young to Ash-
land in an early day, was among the first of 
the Pioneers.  She died in Lucas, Feb. 5, 
1887, aged 89 years and 9 months. 

   Sarah Jane Beymer, wife of Arthur Bey-
mer, was a daughter of John Bishop and was 
born in Orange township and died Mar. 7, 
1887, aged about 46 years.  The funeral was 
preached by Rev. P. R. Roseberry, the burial 
taking place on the 10th in the Ashland ceme-
tery. 
   J. P. Devor, Esq., was born near Roxbury, 
Pa., June 15, 1822.  He married Miss Mary 
A. Hassler, of same county Feb. 1, 1849 and 
came to Ashland the same year and died here 
Feb. 7, 1887, aged 65 years and 22 days.  He 
was the father of 10 children and was buried 
in the honors of Masonry. 
   Mrs. Marie Squires, whose maiden name 
was Poe, and wife of John R. Squires was 
born in the Western Reserve and came to 
Ashland in 1852.  Died at Delhi, O., Mar. 20, 
1887, aged 57 years, and was buried in the 
Ashland cemetery by the side of her husband. 
   Mrs. Catharine Harley, whose maiden 
name was Plank, was born in Lancaster 
county, Pa., and came to this county in 1849, 
and died in Ashland Friday May 6, 1887, 
aged 68 years, was buried in Ashland ceme-
tery. 
   John Shaffer died near Ashland on Tues-
day, May 31, 1887, aged 77 years and 3 
months. 
   Madison Mercer was shot by cannon at 
Savannah lake on Friday night June 10, 1887, 
had his right arm amputated and died on the 
15th and was buried by the soldiery on the 
16th, aged 4? Years. 
   Ohio Pancoast was born in Wayne county, 
Mar. 6, 1839 and came to Ashland in 1864.  
Died very suddenly on Jan. 5, 1887, at the 
Wiler house in Mansfield, and was brought to 
Ashland for burial.  He had been a leading 
druggist in this place for a number of years, 
and his age was 47 years 9 months and 29 
days. 
   Wm. Wasson, son of Joseph and Jane 
Wasson was born near New Holland, Pa., 
Oct. 24, 1818, and came with his parents to 
Wayne county in April 1819, and to Ashland 
in 1834, and on June 30, 1836 married Miss 
Cornelia A. Banning, a native of Connecti-
cut; the result of said marriage being 3 chil-
dren, Warren H., Jennie M., and Bell R., all 
of whom are married.  Mr. Wasson started 
the first tannery and the first shoe store in 
Ashland.  He died of Typhoid Pneumonia 
Jan. 11, 1887, aged 78 years, 2 months and 
17 days.  His funeral took place on Friday the 
14th, funeral discourse by Rev. D. B. Duncan, 
after which his remains were taken to Mans-
field, O., for interment. 
   Mrs. Susan Boffenmyer whose maiden 
name was Rice, and wife of Mathias Boffen-
myer, was born in Wayne Co., O., October 
13, 1818, and died in Ashland April 11, 
1887, aged 68 years, five months and 28 
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Melzene Lucille 
Clever 

Melzene Lucille Clever, a member of 
the Ashland Co Chapter OGS and for-
mer clerk of the village of Savannah, 
died 9 Oct 2007 in Clear Creek Twp at 
the age of 86 years. She was born 11 Jan 
1921 to Ray E. and Hazel (Sweet) 
Bishop and was married 1 Jul 1945 to 
Howard B. Clever, a WWII veteran. She 
was a 1939 graduate of Savannah High 
School. Mrs. Clever was a member of 
the United Methodist Church of Savan-
nah, the Clear Creek and Ashland 
County Historical Societies, and several 
other organizations. A keeper of a diary 
for over 70 years, she had also worked 
on genealogy with her mother. Children 
include Gayla Hartley, Carmen Clever, 
Holly Palmer, and Timothy Clever. 
Burial was in Savannah Cemetery. 
(Ashland Times Gazette, 10 Oct 2007, 
page A2). 

We still have copies of our new book, the Ash-
land Cemetery Burial Records, Ashland, Ash-
land County, Ohio, if you haven’t yet ordered 
your copy. This chapter project is over 500 
pages and contains an alphabetical list of buri-
als, cemetery history and maps. Included also 
are the name of the deceased, burial date, sec-
tion and lot numbers, lot owner, relationship to 
lot owner, age, and cause of death. Not all in-
formation is given for all burials.  
 
Orders may be sent to the Ashland Co Chapter 
OGS, PO Box 681, Ashland OH 44805-0681.  
 
The Member Price is $44.07 ($38.00 book, 
$2.57 tax, $3.50 shipping). The Non-Member 
Price is $45.13 ($39.00 book, $2.63 tax, $3.50 
shipping). The sales tax is to be paid by Ohio 
residents and this is the Ashland County rate. 
Those outside Ohio may subtract the tax. 

days; was the mother of nine children 
and had 14 grandchildren.  Funeral dis-
course by Rev. Dr. Wiles of Mansfield, 
O.; was buried in the Ashland cemetery; 
her pall-bearers were her own sons and 
son-in-law. 
   Mrs. Sarah Mykrantz (familiarly 
known as aunt Sally) whose maiden 
name was Vannordstrand, a daughter of 
Peter Vannordstand, Sen., and wife of 
John Mykrantz deceased, was born in 
Westmoreland county, Pa., in the year 
1814 (Jan.) and was brought by her 
parents to Clear Creek township when 
about two years of age.  She was one of 
a family of eleven children, three boys 
and eight girls, and was the mother of 
four children two sons Prof. C. W. and 
William, and two daughters Mrs. O. 
Ebert and Mrs. Dargita.  She died on 
Sunday morning June 22, ’87 aged 78 
years; her funeral took place on Monday 
8 p.m., funeral discourse by Elder 
White.  Her pall-bearers were J. T. 
Reaser, Milt Winbigler, Levi Mercer, 
John J. Winbigler, Thomas Bryte and 
Hezekiah Gantz. 
   T. W. B. Hibbard was born in New 
Hampshire in 1814, married Miss Jane 
Burnham, Feb. 9, 1832, came to Ash-
land in 1834 or 5 clerked first for John 
L. Lang then for J. P. Reanor, then for 
Luther & Crall, then traveled exten-
sively many years for a house in New 
York and died at North Haverhill, New 
Hampshire, on Thursday morning May 

The Ohio Historical Society, Columbus, re-
leased information this month that the Thomas 
Jefferson and Sarah Bull home at 109 South 
Market Street in Loudonville, Ashland 
County, had been selected for inclusion in the 
National Register of Historic Places “for its 
association with the 19th century growth and 
development of Loudonville and for its local 
architectural significance as an example of the 
Greek Revival style popular from the 1830s-
1850s.” T. J. Bull, a businessman and attorney 
in Loudonville died in the home in 1862, his 
widow living on there until 1893. The current 
residents of the Thomas Jefferson Bull House 
had presented an excellent program on their 
home to the Ashland County Chapter OGS a 
couple years ago. [See “Echoes: Membership 
Newsletter of the Ohio Historical Society,” 
Jan/Feb 2008, Vol. 47, No. 1, for other 2008 
selections to the National Register. 

26, 1887, aged about 73 years, was brought to 
Ashland and buried by the side of the wife of his 
youth; Dr. Robinson officiating at the funeral, his 
pall-bearers were H. Jones, D. F. Brubaker, Jos. 
Patterson, Milt Deshong and a Mr. Levering 
from Mount Gilead, an old friend of his. 
   Daniel Carter was born May 28, 1801, in 
Butler Co., Pa., moved to Stark Co., O., and 
came to Uniontown now Ashland, February 12, 
1812, one mile north east of Ashland and died in 
Ashland on Friday morning at 3 a.m. June 3d, 
1887, aged 86 years and ten days.  His remains 
were conveyed to Cleveland, O., on Monday the 
6th and buried by the side of his wife who had 
preceded him but a short time.  During his life he 
had made a number of trips to California and 
back. 
   Andrew A. Sponslor was born at Carlisle, 
Cumberland Co., Pa., July 5, 1807, came to Ash-
land, O., in the spring of 1864, and died Wednes-
day evening June 29, 1887, aged 79 years, 11 
months and 24 days.  He was the father of eleven 
children and had a number of grandchildren, was 
buried in Ashland cemetery by the Masonic or-
der, Rev. G. W. Pepper officiating. 
   Mrs. Elizabeth Dickey died May 8, 1887, 
aged 75 years, 9 months. 
   George Schultz died in Ashland May 15, 
1887, aged 69 years. 
   John Gwinner died near Ashland on Saturday 
August 18, 1887, aged 63 years. 
   Mrs. Katie Shafer was born in Lancaster Co., 
Pa., in 1800, came to Ashland County in 1841, 
died August 14, 1887, aged 87 years. 
   Levi Oswalt died at his home in Weston town-
ship, Wood Co., O., June 28, 1887, aged 69 years 

and 6 months.  Was born in Berks Co., Pa., 
Jan. 23, 1818, and came first to Wayne then to 
Ashland county when a young man and mar-
ried a Miss Taylor.  He carried on the shoe 
business in Ashland a number of years and 
was considered an honest upright citizen. 
   Mrs. Sarah Slocum (Lafferty), was born in 
Livingston county, New York, came with her 
parents to Ashland, then Uniontown in the fall 
of 1817.  She was married to John Lafferty 
and moved to the West and died at Walnut 
Creek, Knox Co., Ill., July 26, 1887, aged 81 
years. 
   Daniel Folk was born in Franklin Co., Pa., 
Aug. 21, 1819, came with his parents first to 
Wayne Co., Ohio, in 1825 or 6 and to Ashland 
county in 1832.  He first married a Miss Bow-
erize and lived in Sullivan and Troy townships 
some twenty years then removed to Illinois 
about 21 years ago.  He had been a school 
teacher, a farmer and for several years a minis-
ter of the Gospel.  He had his fourth ???? his 
death was very sudden, he had been to a Sun-
day school convention on Sunday the 31st day 
of July 1887, came home, put up his horse and 
started for the house when he fell dead.  His 
age was 67 years, 11 months and 9 days.  He 
was an old schoolmate of mine and I am sorry 
to hear of his death. 
  
Total number of deaths 127; of this number 13 
had not been reported when they should have 
been, which makes our list in connection with 
the great mortality of 1887 unusually long.  
The above is our historical report. 
 S. Rinolz, Cor. Sec’y.  

Ashland Cemetery 
Burial Records 

Thomas Bull  
Home 



Richland County, Ohio Common Pleas 
 
Elijah Hart vs. Ellzey Lewis, damages 
$3000. 
Please issue a summons returnable at the 
next term. Indorse on the writ “Suit brought 
by said Elijah Hart, against said Ellzey 
Lewis to recover of him the sum of three 
thousand dollars damages for seducing, 
debauching, and carnally knowing one Mar-
garet Hart, the daughter and servant of said 
plaintiff, whereby she became pregnant, and 
sick with child, and was delivered of the 
child with which she was so pregnant, 
whereby plaintiff lost her services, and was, 
otherwise greatly damaged. Stewart, Geddis 
& Gass, Atty. For Pltff. 
 
State of Ohio, Richland County 
Court of Common Pleas, June Term A.D. 
1848 
Ellzey Lewis, the defendant in this suit, was 
summoned to answer unto Elijah Hart, the 
plaintiff, in a plea of case, and thereupon 
the said plaintiff by Stewart, Geddis & 
Gass, his attorneys, complains of the said 
defendant for that whereas the defendant 
contriving and wrongfully intending to 
injure the plaintiff heretofore to wit, on the 
24th day of June, A.D. eighteen hundred and 
forty seven, at said County of Richland, and 
on divers days and times after that day and 
before the commencement of this suit, de-
bauched and carnally knew Margaret Hart, 
being the daughter of the plaintiff and who 
then and there and during all the time afore-
said, was and yet is the servant of the plain-

tiff, whereby the said Margaret Hart became 
pregnant and sick with child, and so contin-
ued for a long time, to wit. Nine months, that 
is to say, until the 24th day of February AD 
1848, to wit, at said county, when she was 
delivered of the child of which she was so 
pregnant, by means of which said premises, 
the said Margaret Hart, was unable to do or 
perform the necessary affairs and business of 
the plaintiff, being her father, as aforesaid, for 
a long time, to wit, from the day and year first 
mentioned, hitherto, and the plaintiff during 
that time hath lost and been deprived of the 
services of the said Margaret Hart, and by 
reason of the premises, the plaintiff necessar-
ily incurred a great expense, to wit, to the 
amount of one thousand dollars in and about 
the nursing and taking care of the said Marga-
ret Hart, and the delivery of the said child 
upon the occasion aforesaid, and incidental 
thereto, to wit at said county of Richland. And 
also for that, whereas the said defendant fur-
ther continuing, and wrongfully and unjustly 
intending to injure the said plaintiff after-
wards to wit, on the 24th day of June, AD 
eighteen hundred and forty seven, at said 
county of Richland and on divers other days 
and times between that day and the com-
mencement of this suit, debauched and car-
nally knew the said Margaret Hart, being the 
daughter of him the said plaintiff and who 
then and there and during all the time afore-
said was and yet is the servant of the plaintiff, 

whereby the said Margaret Hart became preg-
nant and sick with child, and so remained and 
continued for a long space of time, to wit, for 
the space of nine months, then next following, 
at the expiration thereof, to wit, on the 24 day 
of February A.D. eighteen hundred and forty 
eight, at said county of Richland, she the said 
Margaret Hart was delivered of the child with 
which she was so pregnant as aforesaid, to 
wit, at the county of Richland aforesaid by 
means of which said several premises she the 
said Margaret Hart for along space of time to 
wit, from the day and year first above men-
tioned, hitherto, became and was unable to do 
and perform the necessary affairs, and busi-
ness, of the said plaintiff, so being her father, 
and master as aforesaid, and thereby he the 
said plaintiff during all that time lost, and was 
deprived of this service of his said daughter, 
and servant, to wit, at said county of Rich-
land. And also by means of the said several 
premises in this court mentioned he the said 
plaintiff was forced and obliged to and did 
necessarily pay, lay out, and expend, divers 
sums of money, to wit, the sum of one thou-
sand dollars, in and about the nursing and 
taking care of the said Margaret Hart, his said 
daughter and servant, and in and about the 
delivery of said child, to wit, at the county of 
Richland, aforesaid; wherefore the said plain-
tiff saith that he is greatly injured and hath 
sustained damages to the value of three thou-
sand dollars and therefore he brings his suit. 
By Steward, Geddis & Gass, his Attys. 
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Our Chapter 
Vice-President 

Barb Hart 
Plugged in and 
Ready to Go 

 
Who Says it 

Skips Genera-
tions? 

 
Photo Courtesy  
Myron Amstutz  

 Member Barb Hart has contributed 
this article on John  Markley’s experiences 
during the California Gold Rush of 1849. 
This was found in the Ashland Press, 3 Nov 
1915. 
 
CROSSING PLAINS to California back in 
’53 – John Markley’s Experiences with party 
of Ashland People – Later Trips. 
 Yesterday, at his home on East 
Main street, John Markley celebrated his 81st 
birthday anniversary. His age of four-score-
years-and-one sits but lightly upon him and 
though his has been a very busy life he is still 
hale and hearty and one would not think that 
he was nearly so advanced in years. 
 Ashland was a village of only a few 
hundred inhabitants when Mr. Markley was 
born here, Nov. 2, 1834. His grandfather, 
Joseph Markley, was one of the original set-

More Gold in 
California 



but despite this loss the venture was a very 
paying one for the 300 animals had cost 
from $8 to $10 apiece in Missouri and upon 
reaching Sacramento City, those that re-
mained found a ready sale. There were 15 
fresh cows that sold for $150 apiece with 
calves by their side. The dry cows brought 
$80 apiece and the other cattle sold well. 
Eleven head of horses brought fine prices 
ranging from $400 to $700. The stage com-
pany bought all but one of the horses. Sacra-
mento was reached on the 15th of September, 
1853. The trip across the plains was an inter-
esting experience. The wagon road for the 
most part was plain. Mr. Markley remained 
in California four years, came home and 
stayed a year, then back and stayed until 
1864. From 1865 to 1869, he spent in Cali-
fornia, then he returned to Ohio and went 
back again in 1870 remaining several years. 
Another trip to California was made in 1881, 
Mr. Markley remaining four years. The first 
three times Mr. Markley mined and the other 
times he worked in a quartz mill. He mined 
in Trinity and Nevada counties. The second 
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tlers in Uniontown a century ago having 
come here with his family from Somerset 
county, Pennsylvania, in 1815 and settled in 
a log house on the site of the present Holser 
property on Cleveland avenue. At that time 
John Markley’s father, Aaron Markley, was 
a lad of 14 years. 
 

JOURNEYING ACROSS PLAINS 
 John Markley was not 19 years 
old when he made his first trip to the Cali-
fornia gold fields, a long journey across the 
plains, 21 Ashlanders being in the party 
including Eli Slocum, John and Joseph 
Charles, the latter afterward a captain in the 
civil war; William Springer, Jno. Good, the 
Parker brothers, Jacob Myers, Messrs. 
Roderick, Gibbs, Danley and others. The 
start from Ashland was on March 28, 1851, 
the members of the party going to Mansfield 
and thence by train to Cincinnati where they 
took passage on a boat down the Ohio and 
up the Mississippi to Independence, Mo., 
and from there the latter part of May they 
went across country to the site of Kansas 
City where they remained four weeks until 
the grass was well started on the plains. 
There was no Kansas City at that time, no 
town at all. In fact, Mr. Markley recalls that 
except for an old frame house where liquor 
was sold to immigrants, there wasn’t a 
house 8 miles beyond Independence, Mo., 
until they reached Salt Lake City which was 
then a village about the size of Jeromesville. 
The party had had some horses and 4 wag-
ons and 300 head of cattle of belonging to 
Slocum, Myers and John Charles. From 4 to 
6 yokes of oxen were used to each wagon 
and the rest of the cattle were driven. For 
seven days the party camped seven miles 
east of Salt Lake City. This was at Echo 
Canyon where the grass was fine on the 
mountain side and the cattle had splendid 
grazing. Every day members of the party 
went to Salt Lake City. Mr. Markley saw 
Brigham Young and eleven of his wives. 
 

CROSSING THE DESERT 
 Continuing their journey west-
ward, the Ashlanders went fifty miles across 
the desert between Humboldt Sink and Car-
son City. Grass was cut and water taken on 
and at 3 o’clock in the afternoon they en-
tered the desert and continued all that night. 
They finally reached the Carson river and a 
place called “Ragtown,” the houses being 
made of canvas. Among some people 
camped along the Carson river, five miles 
from Ragtown, was a girl who was shot in 
the face and Mr. Markley on a mule rode to 
Ragtown to get a doctor. The Ashland party 
camped at the Carson river for four days in 
order to let cattle rest. On the trip across the 
plains 40 head of cattle had to be abandoned 

time he was with Jacob Myers and Andrew 
Homan of Ashland. In going to and from 
California he has traveled the various routes, 
first across the plains, then by sea and across 
the Isthmus of Panama and lastly by train 
across the continent. 
 

SAW FAMOUS KIT CARSON 
 In 1853, the first year he was in 
California, Mr. Markley saw the famous Kit 
Carson of border narrative. It was at Marys-
ville, Calif., to which Carson had come from 
New Mexico with some 12,000 sheep. He 
was six feet tall and powerfully built. His 
strength and endurance was remarkable, and 
gambling had a wonderful fascination for 
him. He was playing faro the time Mr. 
Markley saw him. 
 It is interesting to hear Mr. Markley 
tell of his trips to California and his experi-
ences in the mines in the days when the gold 
fever was at its height and thousands of peo-
ple from the states were pouring into the new 
Eldorado. 
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tion was restored with logs from a pioneer 
cabin.  The following year it was placed in 
South Park where it remains today.  The 
blockhouse served for 60 years as the home 
for Boy Scout Troop 106, and through the 
decades it accumulated a number of unrelated 
memorial tributes.  
 
The restoration of this historic treasure has 
become necessary owing to a century of 
weather and deterioration.  Some of the logs 
must be replaced, and the chinking and daub-
ing updated with less corrosive materials.  The 
restoration work will involve dismantling the 
entire structure in order to refashion logs to 
exact specifications.  The blockhouse will be 
rebuilt 200 feet east of its present location on a 
site that is higher with better drainage and 
greater visibility. 
 
The restoration work will be undertaken by 
Christian & Son from Burbank OH, consult-
ants from the timber framers guild who ac-
complished the barn raising at Malabar Farm, 
who are known for their work all over North 
America including buildings at the Henry 
Ford Museum and the Mt. Lebanon Shaker 
Village. 
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The cost for this work is considerable, 
even with local in-kind and volunteer as-
sistance.  Nearly half of the funds will be 
provided by the City of Mansfield, but the 
rest will be donated by concerned citizens 
who want to see that the heritage passed to 
our care survives for future generations. 
 
Please send tax-deductible donations to: 
Blockhouse Preservation, c/o 2008 Bicen-
tennial Committee, 55 North Mulberry 
Street, Mansfield OH 44902.  More infor-
mation is available by calling 419-522-
0099. 

The Blockhouse was built in 1812 on the 
Public Square in Mansfield by U.S. Militia 
under the command of Col. Charles Wil-
liams for the defense of civilians during 
Indian hostilities following the surrender of 
Fort Detroit.  After the war it served as the 
town’s first Courthouse, the first jail and the 
first church sanctuary until 1816 when it was 
moved to East Second Street and covered 
with barn siding for its preservation. 
 
In 1907 the blockhouse was moved back to 
the square next to the courthouse in recogni-
tion of Mansfield’s 1908 centennial year, 
and at that time its deteriorated upper por-

Effie Myers Fuhrman’s History of the Or-
der of Eastern Star, Ashland Chapter No. 92 

Fundraiser for Mansfield Blockhouse Restoration for  
Mansfield Bicentennial Celebration 1808-2008 

 Rita Kopp has submitted this item 
entitled “History of Ashland Chapter, No. 92, 
Order of the Eastern Star,” by Effie Myers 
Fuhrman that was found in some Barton/
Fuhrman archival material donated to the 
Ashland Co Chapter OGS. 
 “Ashland Chapter, No. 92, Order of 
the Eastern Star, was organized January 27, 
1898 at Masonic Hall, this city. The Mansfield 
Chapter of the O.E.S. accompanied by the 
grand Patron, John Blyth, of Bucyrus, came to 
put on the work. After all had taken the obliga-
tion, Dr. McClellen and Mayme Myers were 
the two chosen to take the full initiation. The 
work was beautifully exemplified, after which 
Chapter was declared open. Prior to this meet-
ing, E. A. Mykranz was chosen Worthy Pa-
tron, Esther McClellen, Worthy Matron, and 

Mayme Myers, Associate Matron. The 1st 
and 3rd Mondays of each month were cho-
sen as meeting nights but were later 
changed to the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of 
each month, which it has always remained. 
Chapter was known as Ashland and the 
No. 92. Dr. McClellen, Lotta Swartz and 
Mrs. P. A. Myers were chosen as a com-
mittee to draft By-laws. Committee on 
needed supplies were Miss Ella Porter, 
Miss Edna Brinton, Mrs. Esther McClel-
len. Chapter closed with a banquet with 46 
participants. Thus ended the first Chapter 
with Esther McClellen, Worthy Matron, 
and Belle Weist, Secretary. 
 Following is a list of Charter 
Members, or as nearly complete as we 
seem able to find same: W. M. McClellen, 
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H. A. Mykrantz, Mrs. Dora Mykrantz, Mrs. 
Belle Weist, Mrs. Ester McClellen, Mrs. Sara 
A. Beer, Miss Mayme Myers, Mrs. Anna 
Hemingway, Miss Carrie Frazee, Miss Lottie 
Swartz, Miss Edna Brinton, Miss Bertha 
Porter, Mrs. Samantha Swartz, Mrs. Saman-
tha Myers, Mr. O. V. Croll, Mrs. Kate Croll, 
Mrs. Regina Cahn, Mrs. Myrtle Freer, Mrs. 
Nancy Frazee and Mr. Jonas Stevens. 
 The First Officers were: Worthy 
Matron, Ester McClellen; Worthy Patron, E. 
A. Mykrantz; Associate Matron, Mayme 
Myers; Secretary, Belle Weist; Treasurer, 
Sara A. Beer; Conductress, Edna Brinton; 
Assoc. Conductress, Lottie Swartz; Chaplain, 
Samantha Swartz; Warder, Effie Myers; Or-
ganist, Carrie Frazee; Sentinal, Jonas Ste-
vens. 
 The points of the Star were: Ada, 
Bertha Porter; Ruth (no name given); Esther, 
Anna Hemingway; Martha, Kate M. Croll; 
Electa, Samantha A. Myers; and Marshalls, 
Myrtle Freer and Emma Myers. 
 The first death in the O.E.S. was 
that of Sister Dora Mykrantz, wife of first 
Worthy Patron, March 29, 1898, having been 
a member just two months. 
 The venerable G. W. Urie, the old-
est Mason of Ashland, was also the oldest 
Eastern Star. By a special dispensation, he 
took obligation without initiation, and be-
came an honorary member. Not for long, 
however, for he died the following year. W. 
C. Frazee passed away nearly the same date. 
The last sad rites have been said for not a 
few. Many of the Charter Members, as well 
as those who have come in since the Chapter 
was organized have answered the final roll 
call. 
 June 9, 1898 Grand Worthy Ma-
tron, Mrs. Mary Gladden, inspected Chapter. 
 October 11, 1898 our Worthy Ma-
tron, Ester McClellen, attended Grand Chap-
ter at Zanesville. 
 First Installation October 25, 1898. 
 November 22, 1898 the Floral 
Work was taken up and appointments made. 
This added much to the beauty of the Chap-
ter. 
 St. John’s Day was celebrated by 
social and banquet at Masonic Hall. This was 
ever a delightful event of importance. 
 January 29, 1899 chapter was in-
spected by Grand Worthy Matron, Mrs. 
Walton of Shiloh. 
 Chapter was going forward beauti-
fully when one of the few but interesting 
mistakes was made, viz., that of holding an 
election on another but the proper date for 
same, with the result that a special dispensa-
tion had to be obtained from Grand Worthy 
Matron to do it all over again. Following was 
the result of the elections: Worthy Matron, 
Ester McClellan; Worthy Patron, Chas. Beer; 
Assoc. Matron, Mayme Myers; Secretary, 

Belle Weist; Treasurer, Sara Beer; Conduc-
tress, Lottie Swartz; Assoc. Conductess, 
Effie Fuhrman. 
 The year was uneventful save that 
the order was flourishing. Petitions were 
received at nearly every meeting, with ini-
tiations, of course, to follow. Little 
“spreads” and social hours followed the 
important meetings. The need for equipment 
was imperative in so much that the minutes 
bear record of the purchase of so many 
dozen plates, cups, etc. Those who remem-
ber these delightful minglings are privileged 
to smile. No deaths are recorded in this 
year. 
 Grand Chapter convened in 
Cleveland and was attended by Worthy 
Matron, Ester McClellen. 
 The year 1901 found almost a 
new regime, for the officers for the most 
part were new as well as the points of the 
Star: Worthy Matron, Anna Hemingway; 
Worthy Patron, W. M. McClellen; Assoc. 
Matron, Mary Patterson; Secretary, Lottie 
Swartz; Treasurer, Sarah Beer; Conductress, 
Nona Brown; Assoc. Conductress, Effie 
Fuhrman; Chaplain, Belle Weist. 
 This year’s work was not unlike 
the former. The Chapter was in every way 
taking on honors. Grand Chapter convened 
in Cleveland October 7th and was attended 
by Worthy Matron, Anna Hemingway. A 
picnic was an added pleasure. About this 
time a piano took the place of the old 
wheezy organ. I do not find any record of 
the old carpet with its big square markings 
being replaced by new, but I do recall that 
for short stout persons it was a real trial to 
march on. Climbing two flights of stairs to 
the Chapter room was equally so, and when 
refreshments were elaborate, it was espe-
cially difficult. 
 May 27, 1902 occurred the death 
of W. O. McDowell. Chapter was in session 
with District Deputy Grand Matron, Jennie 
Laird, of Galion, in attendance to inspect the 
same, when the sad intelligence of the death 
of Brother McDowell reached us. Further 
work for the evening was suspended. Chap-
ter sat in silence. Before closing with usual 
ceremony, Worthy Matron announced Sis-
ters Weist, Fuhrman and Brother Miller to 
draft resolutions. 
 Grand Chapter met in Cincinnati. 
Chapter numbered about 60 members. 
 Officers for 1903 were: Worthy 
Matron, Belle Weist; Worthy Patron, F. N. 
Patterson; Assoc. Matron, Rena Myers; 
Secretary, Mabel Markley; Treasurer, Sarah 
Beer; Conductress, Effie Fuhrman; Assoc. 
Conductress, Nona Brown. Grand Chapter 
at Lima, attended by Worthy Matron, Belle 
Weist. 
 Officers for 1904 were: Worthy 
Matron, Belle Weist; Worthy Patron, Curtis 

Rittenhouse; Assoc. Matron, Samantha 
Swartz; Secretary, Bessie E. Moore; Treas-
urer, Carrie Shelly; Conductress, Rena 
Myers; Assoc. Conductress, Effie Fuhrman; 
Warder, Anna Rittenhouse; Chaplain, Sarah 
Beer; Marshalls, Myrtle Freer and Emma 
Beer. 
 Star Points: Ada, Sara Miller; Ruth, 
Carrie Frazee; Esther, Ester McClellen; Mar-
tha, Cordelia Goodman; Electa, Anna He-
mingway. 
 Chapter was inspected by our own 
Belle Weist, Deputy Grand Matron, July 14, 
1904. The records speak of many pleasant 
affairs after Chapter – socials, parties, and an 
annual picnic mentioning Mansfield, Chip-
pewa, Odell’s, etc., as the chosen places for 
same. While the Chapter was taking on mem-
bers it was adding to socially. Records speak 
frequently of gifts made to our Hospital and 
Masonic home at Springfield. Gifts of 
money, Christmas boxes, etc.  
 Many were the flowers sent to 
those of our number who were ill, and when 
the “Grim Reaper” entered our Chapter, a 
responsive chord gave back sweetness in a 
floral tribute or words of sympathy. Of our-
selves, we could not measure the good done 
through our beloved Chapter by many ways 
and means. 
 Officers for 1905 were: Worthy 
Matron, Bessie Moore; Worthy Patron, Curtis 
Rittenhouse; Assoc. Matron, Nettie Hess; 
Secretary, Ada Hamilton; Treasurer, Carrie 
Shelley; Conductress, Rena Myers; Assoc. 
Conductress, Anna Rittenhouse; Chaplain, 
Kate Bockley; Marshalls, Emma Beer and 
Myrtle Freer; Warder, Della Gilbert; Organ-
ist, Mary Patterson; Sentinel, Jonas Stevens; 
Ada, Sara Miller; Ruth, Anna Brubaker; 
Esther, Ester McClellen; Martha, Cordelia 
Goodman; Electa, Effie Fuhrman. 
 The year 1906 found Bessie E. 
Moore, Worthy Matron; Sarah Beer, Assoc. 
Matron; and Robert Tubbs, Worth Patron. 
Other officers were, with one or two excep-
tions, the usual “faithfuls”. Work was being 
done beautifully and the initiations were 
impressive. The records note the passing of 
Sister Samantha Swartz, a Charter Member. 
 Officers for 1907 were: Worthy 
Matron, Della Gilbert; Assoc. Matron, Sara 
Beer; Worthy Patron, Robert Tubbs; and for 
1908: Worthy Matron, Della Gilbert; Assoc. 
Matron, Anna Rittenhouse; Worthy Patron, 
Charles Good. 
 Chapter was doing their usual good 
work. Ten years have passed since its organi-
zation. We shall not go by this mark but 
leave the thread to be taken up at another 
time; but may we pause to say these were 
golden years and the characters so beautifully 
exemplified have left their impress, and bear 
the marks of those whose lives the points of 
our beloved Star represent. Effie M. Fuhrman.” 



���������	
��������������������������������������������������� ���� ������!�����"�#�������������$��������#������
�������������������$���������������������������������������� �����%���$��������������������������������������&�������

�������	�����	�������	���	�����������	�������	� �	��	� !�	�������	�"	## $%&$� !	

0�+&����#%&�0� )#<8�3&"�5-�7�&� � �4 �8))7&�� �

Ashland County Chapter OGS Publications Order Form 

 Title Quantity Price Amount 

1895 Ashland City/County Directory  $14.00  

Ashland County 1870 Census Index  $9.00  

Ashland County 1880 Census Index  $10.00  

Ashland County Church Records, Vol. 1  $19.00  

Ashland County Death Records, Vol. 1, 1867-1879  $15.00  

Ashland County Death Records, Vol. 2, Part 1, 1880-1894  $15.00  

Ashland County Death Records, Vol. 2, Part 2, 1895-1908  $15.00  

Ashland County Probate Court Marriage Records 1870-1886  $17.00  

Ashland County, Green Township, Research Aid (NO DISCOUNT)  $26.00  

Ashland County, Hanover Township, Research Aid (NO DISCOUNT)  $26.00  

Ashland County, Jackson Township, Research Aid   $23.00  

Ashland County, Lake Township, Research Aid   $15.00  

Ashland County, Mifflin & Milton Townships, Research Aid   $27.00  

Ashland County, Mohican Township, Research Aid (NO DISCOUNT)  $26.00  

Ashland County, Perry Township, Research Aid   $18.00  

Ashland County, Ruggles Township, Research Aid (NO DISCOUNT)  $26.00  

Ashland County, Vermillion Township, Research Aid   $25.00  

Ashland: The City of Progress and Prosperity 1815-1915  $18.00  

History of the Ashland Pioneer Historical Society  $19.00  

Loudonville Newspaper Death Index 1903-1986  $28.00  

Farm Journal Illustrated Directory of Ashland County 1915-1920  $21.00  

Ashland County, Clear Creek Township, Research Aid  $26.00  

Ashland County, 1847 Tax Book (COMPACT DISKETTE)  $11.00  

Ashland Cemetery Burial Records, Ashland, Ashland County, Ohio  $39.00  
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The Ashland County Chapter OGS is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization and donations 
to the Society may be deducted at tax time. Your gifts help us buy books for the library, 
acquire speakers for our programs, and provide the means to publish our books. Our 

new digital equipment and imaging projects would not have been possible without your 
kind support. Please consider a gift above and beyond your annual membership fee. 

This helps us preserve the records left by our Ashland County pioneers. 

Ashland County Chapter OGS web site 
Sheila Helser, webmaster 

 
http://www.rootsweb.com/~ohacogs/ 
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05 Feb—Barb Hart, 7-9 p.m., Tuesday 
14 Feb—Ruth Emmons, 1-3 p.m., Thursday 
16 Feb—OPEN, 10-Noon, Saturday 
19 Feb—Ruth Emmons, 5-6 p.m., Tues (Meeting) 
28 Feb—Carolyn Cole, 1-3 p.m., Thursday 
 
04 Mar—Barb Hart, 7-9 p.m., Tuesday 
13 Mar—Ruth Emmons, 1-3 p.m., Thursday 
15 Mar—Connie DiOnne, 10-Noon, Saturday 
18 Mar—Rita Kopp, 5-6 p.m., Tues (Meeting) 
27 Mar—Ruth Emmons, 1-3 p.m., Thursday 
 
01 Apr—Barb Hart, 7-9 p.m., Tuesday 
10 Apr—Elsie Cook, 1-3 p.m., Thursday 
15 Apr—Rita Kopp, 5-6 p.m., Tues (Meeting) 
19 Apr—Connie DiOnne, 10-Noon, Saturday 
24 Apr—Carolyn Cole, 1-3 p.m., Thursday 

,�����������������  
Thanks to Gay and Kay Abrams for 
coordinating the newsletter mail crew. 
 
Work Day—28 Apr 2008, 10:00 AM. 

 

Looking for a First Families of Ash-
land County application? Just print it 
out from our web site. Click on the 
FFOAC link. 
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19 Feb 2008—Show, Tell and Brag of 
Family Heirlooms or Treasures 

18 Mar 2008—Basic Overview of 
Scams and Identity Theft, by Adam 
Cosentino 

15 Apr 2008—Polk, Ohio and It’s Citi-
zens, by Craig Wiley 

20 May 2008—Clear Creek Township 
& the Underground Railroad, by Tina 
Carpenter 

The ACCOGS Meetings are held in the 
Lower Level of the Ashland Public 
Library at 224 Claremont Ave., Ash-
land, Ohio, on the third Tuesday of the 
month, except November and Decem-
ber. All programs start at 6:30 p.m. and 
are over in at least an hour with the 
business meeting following, which is 
over by 8:30 p.m. 

Please join us at Friendlys after each 
meeting for conversation and a little 
ice cream. This is when we get the 
chance to visit with each other on a 
monthly basis. 
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Ashland Chapter OGS Membership 
$15.00—Single                         

$20.00—Family (one address)        
Life—$150.00 (S) or $225.00 (F)                             


